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In view of this attitude of caution and moderation on
the part of Francis Joseph, Tisza, and Germany, Berchtold
feared that an immediate mobilization against Serbia might
result in Austria being left without German backing and
the consequences might be disastrous. He saw that he must
first gain an assurance of support from Berlin for whatever
policy he should ultimately adopt. To secure this he de-
cided to send Count Hoyos on'a special mission to Berlin.
Berchtold intended to have two strings to his bow. He
would not openly abandon Tisza's peace program for win-
ning over Bulgaria to the side of Austria and Germany, to
which Berlin would probably assent; but at the same time
he would do all he could to bring Germany as far as he could
in the direction of approving energetic and immediate
military action against Serbia. For this purpose he would
exploit to the utmost the horror of Sarajevo; he would em-
phasize the fact that the threads of conspiracy certainly led
to Belgrade, that the crime was merely the culmination
of the series of intolerable Serbian outrages which must
now at last be forcibly dealt with. Accordingly, with this
double program in view, he decided to send at once to
Berlin the long memorandum on policy mentioned above;
but to it he added the postscript:
"The above memorandum had only just been completed,
when the terrible events of Sarajevo happened. The full
significance of the villainous murder can hardly be estimated
today. Most certainly, if a proof was needed that the gulf
between the Monarchy and Serbia is beyond bridging over,
or that the ambition of Greater Serbia in its intensity and
recklessness does not stop at anything, that proof has been
given. Austria-Hungary has not been lacking in good-will
and readiness to bring about tolerable relations with Serbia.
But it has recently been shown that all these efforts are in
vain, and that the Monarchy must in future look to the
persistent, implacable and aggressive enmity of Serbia. It
is all the more necessary for the Monarchy to tear asunder